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1. To Be | = (shi)

Qur first Quick Chinese Lesson is about one of the most common Chinese
words.

It is the verb & (shi), which means "to be" It is equivalent to “am, is, are” in the
present tense and “was, were” in the past tense. Use & (shi) only with nouns.

STRUCTURE

Pronoun / Noun + 2 (shi) + Noun

it = E M,
Ta shildosht.

She is a teacher.

fth2EE,

Ta shiyishéng.

He is a doctor.
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2. Very | 1B ( hén)

But to say things like “You are tall” or “China is beautiful”, you'll need an adverb.
The most common Chinese adverb is {& (hén), which literally means “very"”.

STRUCTURE

Pronoun / Noun + 1R (hén) + Adjective

RES.
NT hén gdo.

You are tall.

R,
W& hén hdo.

l am good.

EF' ?Eiﬁ?%o
Zhonggud héen piddliang.

China is beautiful.
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3. Very | E&E (feichang)

What if you want to say “China is very beautiful”? In this case, you can use a
“stronger” adverb of degree, such as JEE (feichang), which is a stronger way to
say “very".

STRUCTURE

Pronoun / Noun + JEE (féichang) + Adjective

S
- >

PEEHEEER.

w Zhonggué feichdng pidioliang.
China is very beautiful.

To wrap up, just remember that & (shi) is usually followed by a noun, whereas
an adverb like 18 (hén) is usually followed by an adjective.
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4. Using B9 (de) with Adjectives

In English, it's common to see phrases like “a beautiful park”, “an interesting

nou

person”, “a big room”, etc. You don't need to put anything between an adjective
and a noun in these cases.

In Chinese, things get a bit more complicated. You will need to add 4 (de)
between an adjective and a noun, depending on what adjective it is.

STRUCTURE

Pronoun / Noun + 9 (de) + Noun

Generally speaking, B9 (de) is not needed if the adjective is made of just one

character. If an adjective contains two or more syllables, then you'll need B9 (de).
Just follow this simple rule and you'll be fine. Let's have a look at some examples:

1. With adjectives made of more than one character; use f9 (de):

<

R AR
pidoliang de gongyudn

a beautiful park

B#HIA
youqu de rén

an interesting person

2. With adjectives made of only one character; do not add #J (de):

EEIE]

da fangjian

a big room
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Next Steps

We hope you've enjoyed our first lesson!
To learn more, you can:

1. Follow us on Instagram at @thatmandarin and
practice every day;

2. Subscribe to our WeChat channel &= and learn with

new videos every week;
3. Browse our courses and learn with our teachers at your own schedule:

www.thatsmandarin.com
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