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1. Simple Sentence Structures

If you are a beginner, these 4 structures will help you avoid making mistakes
when you build simple Chinese sentences:

STRUCTURE

Subject + Verb + Object

N '33.11 -
HEFRo
WO qu xuéxido.
oo DAEI oo
I'm going to school.

ooooooo

STRUCTURE 2

Subject + Time + Verb + Object

/S EERK,

| ——— WO ba didn qu XUEXiao.

| go to school at 8 o'clock.
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STRUCTURE 3

Subject + Place + Verb + Object

-9 = )
o O ¢ mERHE
W 241 jig chT wanfan,
3 | have dinner at home.

STRUCTURE 4

Subject + Time + Place + Verb + Object

’ BN RFERIZEER,
— W it diéin bain z&i jig chi wanfan.,

| have dinner at home at 6:30.
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2. How to Ask Basic Questions

Many Chinese learners are told that g (ma) is used at the end to form a
question. However, this is not always correct even when creating basic questions.

STRUCTURE

Sentence + 5 (ma) +?

15 (ma) needs to be added at the end of a yes-no question only. For questions
like “Where are you?”, “What time is it?", there is no need to add 15 (ma).

Let's have a look at some examples.

1. For yes-no questions; use 15 (ma):

REWR _L&8E?

NT xihuan Shanghdi ma?

Do you like Shanghai?

BRI FE?

Ta ydu Zhongwén mingzi ma?

Does he have a Chinese name?

2. For other types of questions (who? what? why? where?), do not add 15 (ma):

{RIEMREE?
NT 283 N&IT?

Where are you?

In our future lessons, we will learn more about different types of questions.
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3. How to Use Negatives 4+ (Bu) and jx
(Méi)

With the verb “to have”

In Chinese, both A~ (bu) and & (méi) can be used to negate a verb.

But when it comes to the verb B (you), “to have”, you can only use & (méi) to
say “not to have”.

STRUCTURE:

Subject + i%H (méi you) + Noun

@ PR B LR

D o
' _J . W& méi ydu nlpéngyou.
. | don't have a girlfriend.

P2 A Ho

WO méi you qidn.

| don't have any money.
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With other verbs

It's also important to understand how to use 4~ (bu) and & (méi) with other
verbs.

1. F (bu)
A (bu) + verb is used for negation of present and future actions.

STRUCTURE:

Subject + 4~ (bu) + Verb

R AEFR,
WO bu qu xuéxido.
| don't go to school./

| am not going to school.

HAIZEIR,
WO bu cht zdofan.
| don't eat breakfast./

| am not going to eat breakfast.
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2.)%8 (méi ydu)

&8 (méiydu) + verb is used for negation of past actions.

Using B (yOu) in this case is optional.

STRUCTURE:

Subject + j% (méi) + F (you) + Verb

FERFZ(B)EFR.
Zudtian wd méi(ydu) qu xuéxido.

Yesterday | didn't go to school.

SRR (B)IZF IR

Jintian wd méi(ydu) chi zdofan.

| didn't have breakfast today.
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Next Steps

We hope you've enjoyed our second lesson!
To learn more, you can:

1. Follow us on Instagram at @thatmandarin and
practice every day;

2. Subscribe to our WeChat channel &= and learn with

new videos every week;
3. Browse our courses and learn with our teachers at your own schedule:

www.thatsmandarin.com
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